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DINÉ  COLLEGE  –  The  College  of  the  Navajo  Nation
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COURSE  DESCRIPTION :

This is the second in a series of two courses that examine Assessment, Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation in public health practice.  This course focuses on Implementation and Evaluation and explores these two functions as carried out in the fields of epidemiology, environmental health, health education and promotion, and health services administration.  It is taught according to Diné Educational Philosophy (primarily in the realm of Siihasin).  The presentation of the course encourages students to approach each topic following the principles of  Sa’ah Naagháii Bik’eh Hózhóón.

Assessment, Planning, Implementation and Evaluation parallel the key concepts in 
Diné Educational Philosophy.  The key concepts and values in this educational philosophy 

are sequential and can be expressed with the following words:
Nitsáhákees  –  thinking
(associated with the East)


Nahat’á  –  planning

(associated with the South)


Iiná  –  living


(associated with the West)


Sii hasin  –  fulfillment
(associated with the North)

Accordingly, this course will emphasize the applications of  Iiná  and  Sii hasin  
in public health practice.

PREREQUISITES : 

Completion of  PUH 111  “Introduction to Public Health”


     and  PUH 270   “Community Health Assessment and Planning.”

Completion or concurrent enrollment in  ENG 101  “Freshman English I.”

COURSE  OBJECTIVES : 

1. Students will gain an understanding of the basic principles and processes of public health program implementation and evaluation.

2. Students will explore the development and conduct of epidemiological investigations, environmental and health education programs, and health services policy and research as applied to program implementation.
3. Students will gain an enhanced understanding of the importance of clearly stated goals and objectives, activities and timelines in program implementation.

4. Students will become familiar with the process of preparing a project or program budget and the role that a budget plays in project or program implementation.

5. Students will explore a variety of social marketing techniques including various methods of marketing health messages as well as health products.

6. Students will become familiar with different types of evaluation and the methods appropriate to effectively conducting each of the different types of evaluation.

7. Students will gain an understanding of the importance of evaluation of public health programs, including the contributions that may be anticipated to derive from effective process evaluation, impact evaluation and outcome evaluation.
8. Students will gain practical experience developing their own project or program proposals that include implementation timelines, budgets, and appropriate evaluation plans.

REQUIRED  TEXTS :
Planning, Implementing & Evaluating Health Promotion Programs:  A Primer,
Sixth Edition,  by  James F. McKenzie,  Brad L. Neiger  and  Rosemary Thackeray. 
San Francisco: Pearson Education, Inc. / Benjamin Cummings, 2013.

Other readings as assigned, which will be posted on the Diné College Warrior Web site.
GRADING  AND  EVALUATION  CRITERIA :

1. Assignments  (30%)

These include in-class and take-home assignments (homework) related to topics presented and discussed in class.  There will usually be weekly assignments that are expected to be turned in before the beginning of the next class session.

2. Attendance and Participation in Class  (10%)

It is essential that students attend class and share their experiences in order to facilitate class discussion and to provide real-life applications of the concepts discussed.

3. Mid-Semester Exam  (30%)

4. Final Project  (30%)

Guidelines for the Final Project will be developed and distributed during the semester. The Final Project in this course will be a continuation and expansion of the “Final Project” that each student individually developed and presented in the PUH 270  course.  The student’s Final Project will demonstrate the application of skills and tools to appropriately implement and evaluate the project that the student has developed.

Please see the  Late Policy  regarding Assignments, on the last page of this Syllabus.

Students are reminded:  for all assignments that you submit in this course, the work 
that you submit must be done by yourself alone.  Students are further reminded that Diné College has an official policy on “Academic Integrity” which appears on page 36 of the 2017 - 2019  General Catalog.  This policy deals with various problems of academic dishonesty and lists several possible outcomes (penalties) that may result from violation of this policy, including failing the course, being dismissed from the course, or being placed on probation or suspension.  Students are expected to be familiar with this policy and to maintain high standards of academic integrity in all of their academic work at Diné College.

It is  essential  that students enrolled in this class are able to send and receive  email messages, and that they are able to open and print  attachments  to email messages.  It is also essential that they are able to have ready access to the  Internet,  including the  Warrior Web & Blackboard portion of the Diné College website that will carry schedules, homework and reading assignments and other essential course documents.  Since there are usually students from all six campuses of the college, this electronic means of communication is the only way that we can possibly organize and deliver this course in a successful manner.  Students will be expected to utilize Blackboard, not only to obtain reading materials, assignments and handouts, but also to submit their assignments for grading.  


Almost all Reading assignments, Homework assignments, Handouts and other course materials will be posted on the Blackboard of Diné College.  Students should have a way to print these materials, if possible.  


Diné College is very enthusiastic about the development of its new Bachelor Degree to add to the existing Associate of Science degree program in Public Health, of which this course is a part.  In particular, this course, together with the  PUH 270  course that is a pre-requisite to this course, should provide the tools and skills to enable all of those who complete these courses, and especially those involved in public health practice in their own communities, to conduct effective Assessment, Planning, Implementation and Evaluation of their own projects and programs.  Thus, we hope that our educational efforts will help to enable the Navajo Nation to improve the quality of health and public health services for all of those who live in and near the Navajo Nation.  In providing a more highly trained and more highly educated public health workforce, we hope that we will enable you, our students, to become more effective public health professionals and to contribute more effectively in the improvement of the quality of life throughout the Navajo Nation.

LATE  POLICY  for  ASSIGNMENTS

We realize that many of you want to know the correct answers to assignments that you have completed.  In order for us to provide you with our answers we must have your assignments turned in by the due dates.
All assignments are worth 10 points unless otherwise noted.  

If homework assignments are submitted late the following deductions will be made:
Assignment turned in by:                                                                  Point Deduction

Fridays, 11:55 pm on the due date


               
 no points lost

After Friday, but by the following Monday


 1 point lost

By 1:00 on Friday of the following week


   
 2 points lost

Later








 3 points lost

Please submit your homework assignments on time so you can earn all of your points!

