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FOUR ELEMENTS OF A REFERENCE (BASE FORMAT)

Author

Author Publication Date

.
Baron, N. S. (2013, January). Redefining reading: Impact of digital media.   
 PMLA, 128(1), 193-200. One Author

Dorris, M., & Erdrich L. (1999). The Crown of Columbus. Harper Collins 
 Publishers.Two Authors

Burdick, A., Ngyen, F. M., Ben, H., Jin, V. C., Billy, R., Freely, M. D., Vin, G.,   
 Poley, D. C., & Henly, Y. (2012). Digital Humanities. MIT P.

3-20 Authors
No Author

Begin 
citation with 

Title.

Brown, L. S. (2018) Feminist therapy. American Psychological Association.   
 https://doi.org/10.1037/0000092-000Books

Fiske, S. T. (2010). Handbook of social psychology (5th ed., Vol. 1). John Wiley & 
 Sons. http://doi.org/10.1002/9728384.Books

Avramova, N. (2019). The secret to a long, happy, healthy life. CNN. 
 https://www.cnn.com/2019/health/repect-toward-elderly.htmlWebpages

The Try Guys [@tryguys]. (2019, September 15). Without a recipe: Cheese
 cake [video]. Youtube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qm1t456YouTube

. ( ) Title . Source ..

Burdick, A., Ngyen, F. M., Ben, H., Jin, V. C., Billy, R., Freely, M. D., Vin, G.,   
 Poley, D. C., Henly, Y., Newy, N., Desty, C. V., Iyuan, K., Polisk, F.,   
 Greene, S. A., West, D. V., Shawn, M., Quane, L., Boll, P., Olek, D.,   
 ... Hanley, J. (2012). Digital Humanities. MIT P.

21+ Authors
(list first 19; insert 
elipsis; list final 
author) 

Note:
Invert all individuals authors’ names, 
providing the last name first, followed 
by a comma and the initials of the first 
and middle name.

For more than 2 author’s, insert an 
ampersand (&) before the final author’s 
name.

Note:
The date may take one of the following 
forms:
- (year only).
- (year, month day).
- (year, month).
- (year, season).
- (range of years, range of month/dates).

Note:
For works that are stand-alone, italicize 
the title, and put in sentence case.

For works that are part of a greater 
whole, do not italicize the title or use 
quotation marks, and put in sentence 
case. 

Note:
For book and report references with 
additional information, place in 
parentheses; separate with a comma. 

Guarino, B. (2017, December 4). How will humanity react to alien life? The   
 Washington Post. http://www.washpost.com/how-will-aliens.Full Dates

Klymkowsky, M. (2018, January). Can we talk about scientifically about free   
 will? Sci-Ed. http://www.scied.com/2154867.Year & Month

Bergeson, S. (1997). Really cook neutral plasmas. Science, 363(6422), 33-34. 
 http://doi.org/10.1126/science.aau7988.Year 

Hess, A. (2020, Fall). Cats who take direction. The New York Times, C1.Seasons 

Dorris, M., & Erdrich L. (1999-2000, February). The crown of Columbus. Harper 
 Collins Publishers.Date Ranges

Title .

Title ,

Publication 
Date( .)

No TItle

Replace with 
a description 
of the work 
in square 
brackets 

followed by 
a period.

ex.
[Personal 
interview].

ex.
[Map showing  

population
rates in the 

U.S.].

No Date

Replace date 
with:

(n.d.)

meaning
“no date” in 

parentheses.

STAND-ALONE REFERENCES

Baron, N. S. (2013, January). Redefining reading: Impact of digital media.   
 PMLA, 128(1), 193-200. 

Periodicals
(articles, book 
chapters, etc.) 

WORKS OF A GREATER WHOLE

BOOKS WITH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (EDITIONS, VOLUMES, NUMBERS, ETC.)

Dorris, M., & Erdrich L. (1999). The Crown of Columbus. Harper Collins 
 Publishers.Books

Bergeson, S. (1997). Really cook neutral plasmas. Science, 363(6422), 33-34. 
 http://doi.org/10.1126/science.aau7988.Periodicals

Avramova, N. (2019). The secret to a long, happy, healthy life. CNN. 
 https://www.cnn.com/2019/health/repect-toward-elderly.html.Website

Brown, L. S. (2018) Feminist therapy. American Psychological Association.   
 https://doi.org/10.1037/0000092-000.URLs/DOIs

Baron, N. S. (2013, January). Redefining reading: Impact of digital media.   
 PMLA, 128(1), 193-200. Page No.

Note:
The source indicates where readers can 
retreive the cited work. In APA 7th 
edition, it is not required to add 
“Retreived from” preceding URLs or 
DOIs into a citation.

      Books
      Provide publisher. Insert URL or DOI 
      if applicable.

      Periodicals
      Provide the periodical title, volume 
      number (issue number), page    
      range. Insert URL or DOI if 
      applicable.

      Webpages / Websites
      Provide Website name, followed by 
      URL. 

The source element of a reference has one or two parts, depending on the reference category.

Part 1: Source (volumes, issues, page numbers, etc.) Part 2:  DOI or URL

Information may include both parts. But, information in the source may be omitted from the referece 
to avoid repetition.

Source . No Source

Omit.


