
WHAT IS MLA?
The Modern Language Association (MLA) style 
establishes standards of written communication concern-
ing:

 formatting and page layout

 applying stylistic technicalities 
 (e.g. abbreviations, footnotes, quotations) 
 citing sources  
 preparing a manuscript for publication in   
 certain disciplines. 

MLA style is most commonly used to cite sources within 
the language arts, cultural studies, and other humanities 
disciplines. This resource, revised 
according to the 8th edition of the MLA manual, o�ers 
examples for the general format of MLA research papers, 
in-text citations, and the Works Cited page. 

1ST PAGE FORMATTING

FORMATTING BASICS

1-inch margins on all sides of document.

MLA requires a 12-point, Times New Roman font, and 
double-spacing throughout a document. Do not 
single-space any part of the document. 

Your name, the professor’s name, course number, and the 
date of the paper should be �ushed with the left margin at 
the top-left corner of the document. 

Page numbers begin on page 1 and end on the �nal page. 
Type your name next to the page number in the header so 
that it appears on every page. 

Titles are centered and should not be bolded, 
underlined, or italicized. 

Paragraphs must be indented (1/2 inch or 5 spaces).

MLA FORMATTING

IN-TEXT CITATIONS & WORKS CITED PAGE
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Works Cited Page 

Hongmei, Yu. “From Kundun to Mulan: A Political Economic Case Study of Disney and China.” 

Asianetwork Exchange, vol. 22, no. 1, 2014, pp. 13-22. Academic Search Complete, 

http://ezproxy.uis.edu:2048/. 
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IN-TEXT CITATION
In MLA Style, referring to the works of others in 
your text is done using parenthetical citations. 
This method involves providing relevant source 
information in parentheses whenever a sentence 
uses a quotation or paraphrase. Usually, the 
simplest way to do this is to put all of the source 
information in parentheses at the end of the 
sentence (i.e., just before the period). However, 
there are situations where it makes sense to put 
the parenthetical elsewhere in the sentence, or 
even to leave information out.

WORKS CITED PAGE

Basic Book Citation
Bradway, Becky. “Pink Houses and Family Taverns”, Indiana University Press, 2002.

Article or Chapter in a Book
Boquet, Edith. “Intellectual Tug-of-War: Snapshots of Life in the Center.” The St.   
 Martin’s Sourcebook for Writing Tutors, edited by Christina Murphy and   
 Steve Sherwood, 3rd Edition, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008, pp. 116-29.

Magazine/Newspaper Article
Kramer, Cosmo F. “A Health Threat Ba�ing for Its Lack of a Pattern.” New York    
Times, 22 June 2003, p. A14.

A Page on a Website
National Institute of Mental Health. “Panic Disorder Among Adults.” U.S. Depart  
 ment of Health and Human Services, 2017, https://www.nimh.nih.gov  
 /health/statistics/panicdisorder-among-adults. Accessed 3 Feb. 2017.

YouTube Video
robcanter. "‘Shia LaBeouf’ Live.” YouTube, 21 Oct. 2014, https://www.you   
 tube.com/watch?v=o0u4M6vppCI.

Formatting the Works Cited Page

Centered; no bolded, 
underlined, or italicized font.List sources alphabeti-

cally by author’s last 
name.

Indent the 
second and 
subsequent 

lines (hanging 
indent).
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“Title of Source”

Title of Container

Other Contributors

Version  (edition)

Number (vol., issue)

City of Publication

Publisher

Publication Date

Location (pg #, URL, DOI)

Date of Access

Optional

Author is not mentioned in 
sentence. 

Citing Situation Example

He states that “a dream is the ful�llment of a wish” 
(Freud 154).

Author is mentioned in 
sentence. 

Three or more authors;
use “et al” (Latin) meaning 
“and others” after �rst author.

Freud states that “a dream is the ful�llment of a 
wish” (154).

Two authors
Psychologists hold that no two children are alike 
(Gesell and Dement 68).

Child psychology is not a new �eld, but it is a 
di�cult one due to the nature of the subjects 
(Rosenburg et al. 14).

Random testing for use of steroids by athletes is 
facing strong opposition by owners (”Steroids” 22).No author; use �rst few 

words from title of source.  

Works Cited Page 
should be on the last 
page of document.

Lorem ipsum


